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said, 'call to God for mercy, and to the Queen, and deserve It
by declaring truth'; whereupon he accused the man of being the
greatest Instigator of his actions. He made a full confesslon9
sparing none of his friends - no, not his sister, nor even her
relations with Mount]oy. 'Would your Lordship/ wrote the
Admiral to Mountjoy, 'have thought this weakness and this
unnaturalness in this man?'

Essex asked for a private death rather than a public one: 'the
acclamation of the people might have been a temptation unto
him/ he said: 'all popularity and trust In man was vain/ On
Wednesday morning, 25 February 1601, he was led Into the
courtyard of the Tower to die. He met death, not carelessly but
humbly and devoutly. The thoroughbred was tamed at last: * he
acknowledged^ with thankfulness to God, that he was thus
justly spewed out of the realm/ He was thirty-four.